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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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10) 13 The drawing(s) filed on 23 March 2004 is/are: a)E3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or 
a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by. McNeely (U.S. Pat. No. 4,302,175). 

McNeely discloses an apparatus for molding disc structures . 
The apparatus comprises a mold (12) and a stamper (28) for 
forming the indica information on the disc being molded (see cl. 
1, 11. 46-54) . A stamper holder (40) is provided fitted in an 
insertion hole in the central portion of the stamper (see Fig. 
1) . The stamper holder is formed to have an outer periphery 

(46) increased in diameter on a side toward the molding surface 
compared with a reverse side thereof to form a sloped surface 

(48) . As such, part of the outer peripheral sloped surface (48) 
of the stamper holder has a shape complementary to the opposed ' 
inner peripheral surface (34) of the stamper. McNeely further 
discloses the stamper holder to be formed as such that an end 
face of the stamper holder on the cavity side is flush with the 
molding surface (see Fig. 1) . 
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3. The following references cited but not relied upon are 
deemed pertinent to the instant application: 

Kashihara et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 4,472,124) discloses a device 
for producing an information recording disc. 

Ebina (U.S. Pat. No. 2004/0228940) discloses a die for molding 
disc substrates. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Benjamin Utech, can be 
reached at (571) 272-1137. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private. PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 
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